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“ 


“ Behold, the herds hand ie not shortened, that it cannot caves neither hisear’ 
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between 


your sins have hid his face from you, that he wi ata 
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While a certain class of people ap- 
parently enjoy a great amount of 
satisfaction in abusing us, our morals 


ther class, of avowed! fo 
who seem greatl 


LABORING UNDER ERROR. 
(From the Deseret News.) 


exist. People who make no 


claim as professors, 
with these fallacious 
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essentially differ from that which they 
are accustomed to study, if they study 
the book at all. 

Now, so far from that being the 
case, the Latter-day Saints are the 
only people, of whom we have any 
knowledge, who really do believe what 
is contained in the Bible. Many are 
veg om, ag avow a belief in it, taken as 
a book, while it is closed ; and will 
open it, reading certain with 
an unctuous intonation, and hugging 
the few garbled phrases thus culled to 
their hearts, as all that is worth notice 
or belief. We prefer to accept the 
whole of it, and are old-fashioned 
enough to think that God is, after all, 
a better exponent of His command- 
ments than any number of learned 
but mninspired commentators possibly 
can be. 

As a result of this great anxiety for 
our spiritual welfare, they would like 
to convert us to their way of thinking, 
if we an meet 

eir proselytizing desires half way, 
we would be ~ Ai puzzled what 
—— set of opinions to receive. 

e would suggest that they settle 
their little religious differences among 
themselves first, and decide which 
party is to travel by express to the 
mansions of endless bliss, and which 
is doomed to the hottest locality where 
fire and brimstone are dealt ont gratui- 
tonsly and without stint, before offer- 
ing to pilot us the way to either region; 
we might otherwise happen to be led 


into the wrong one, and that would be 
from pleasant. 
Seriously s ing, we would fain 


ask what it is we would be likely to 
receive for what we now possess, if 
we were to give up our present faith, 
ized blessings? We 
enjoy peace, happiness, prosperity, 
union and contentment. Can they 
offer superior inducements to throw 
age aside? In the world outside of 
us there are war, misery, disuni 
discontent and tack of” 
The practical workings of the systems 
advocated as superior to the one be- 
lieved in by community, do not 
present a very pleasing or attractive 
Is not the philanthrophy a 
ttle mistaken that secks us as objects 
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for its exercise, while so vast a field is 
spread around it in which it has ample 
room to operate? We have no desire 
to travel back to quagmires of cor- 
ruption, the cross-roads of uncertainty 
and the rough, uncultivated regions of 
contention from which we have fled, 
and leave the fair prospect of happi- 
ness with, iture of virtue, know- 
ledge and united confidence, which we 
have already reached. If they could 
any of the Christian virtues 
described in that Bible which they 
— to believe in, but which we do 
lieve in, as a general and practical 
result of any of the heterogeneous 
mass of ed Christian systems of 
religion, there might be some hope of 
their doing a work among us; but 
until that time we beg to assure them 
we are content with the kernel, and 
they may regale themselves with the 
e meet every day with people who 
once believed a the class alluded to 
do, many of whom came here imbued 
with erroneous ideas, who, when 
their minds were disabused, com- 
menced themselves to study that Bible 
which they had once allowed their re- 
ligious teachers to study for them, and 
are now, as a result, faithful members 
of the Church. Yet we have proved 
to the world a thousand times, and in 
a thousand different ways, how deep 
and abiding is our faith in all the 
revelations of God that have been 
made known to us, whether contained 
in the old Jewish Scriptures, in those 
of His ancient people on this continent, 
or the revelations given in this age to 
the Church of Christ. Many are igno- 
rant on this as on 
cerning us, because they prefer taking 
their information from sources that 
are more notorious.for romancing than 
telling honest truth, and that seldom 


state anything reliable unless it should — 


move steadily and surely onward, 8c 
complish its destined work, and ulti- 


mately shed the: light of its heaven- 
given the hearts and 
minds of the honest and true every 
where throughout the earth. 


bad vonscience is the hell of living soul; 
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BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON... 


In a recent number in an article 
entitled ‘‘The economy of God,” we 
had the privilege of laying before the 
readers of the Stam a few ideas re- 

ting the designs of our heavenly 
ather in relation to his children and 


the earth; but, as we truly said, it is | man 


a subject of such magnitude, that we 
barely touched upon very 
portion pertaining to it. We will now 
endeavor to purane the subject still 
further, in another of its many 
branches, still continuing to stand 
apon the broad platform. that salvation 
is of our God, that we are his child- 
ren, that he is the Father of. our im- 
mortal spirits, and that the human, 
race belongs to one vast family. 

There are agreat many of the princi- 
ples of the Gospel which, to the world, 
are enwrapped in the gloom of mys- 
tery ; but when atrip 
cate web which. has 
thrown around them by uninspi 
men, they stand out in bold relief, 
and in that grandeur and. simplicity 
which is a certain characteristic of the 
truth. The doctrine of eléction may 
justly be ranked among that class. 

In ordér to make our meaning as 
clear as possible, we will reason. com- 
paratively, and take for example a 
a and noble man, who has 4 
wnily of sons and daughters; and im 
that family, we will sup there 
exists @ great variety of ition, 
temperament and intelligence, some 
being bright, noble and intellectual, 
always ing in the counsels of their 


nh woven and 


rents, continually honoring their’ 


ather and mother, and thus 

their confidence and love, whitet ane 
ther portion would take an‘ entirely 
different course, living in-disobedience 
and continual disregard of their fa- 
ther’s will, thas weaning from them 
his confidence’; and we Will 


suppose 
that there would’ also the 
classes! 


shades betwixt those two 
father behold# 


drén, ‘an 


mall | our heavenly Father judge se relata 


of the intri- | 


ired | to think for a moment that he did 


then, from. cause to. 
effect, and can foretell, although per 
chance only to a limited éxtent, what- 


‘ é 


their various courses 
to. He 


shall be their destiny if they donot: — 

change. If man, poor. f ortal, 
can, judge ao far in regard to Big. 

children, ine how Cam, 


on. 
the 


to his progeny ; in .whom 
foresight and fore-know--. 
are developed to a fulness ; He 


who can behold his creations at 2 
glance, and penetrate with his all... 
seeing power the inmost resesses of 
rought in iri exiat--. 
h the the fixed . 
posed of every @ variety 
intelli and temperament. Wonld, 
doing decided injustice fo 
His wisdom and knew 


A 


properly understand the nature of his. 


To resume. our 


Ca 

likely to entrust the overs 
im budiziess ? 
it into the hatids of those. who were. 
willing to take his and in’. 


un 


whom he had not implicit oc a, 

‘neither inte nee nor ability to 
urpose 


towards’ them. “He 
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great im rtance which ty ‘wanted 
accom by his family, and whieh ~ 
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. wisdom and understanding infinitely | 
superior to that shown by mankind 
in this, as well as every other respect ? 
Hence, when the doctrine of election 
and predestination is looked at from 
this point, it does not appear so mys- 
terious after all. In Romans, 8th chap. 
and 29th verse, we read, ‘‘ Whom he 
did foreknow, them also he did pre- 
destinate, to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the 
first born among many brethren,” and 
in this eis shown out the fact, 
that our Father had an opportunity of 
judging who among his family would 

worthy of cccupying ‘eading posi- 
tions in carrying out his designs in 
relation to his children and the earth. 
** Whom he did foreknow.” To fore- 
know is to know beforehand, and we 
may ask, Before when did God know 
such? Before they came to dwell on 
the earth ; and if He foreknew them 
before their coming to dwell here, they 
must have exis prior to coming. 
Then, of course, the Lord must have 


had ample opportunity of judging who 
among his family would out his 
desi and be saviors to their fellows. 


Some have thought that the appli- 
cation of the passage above quoted is 
universal unto all, “‘ save the sons of 
perdition,” but this is evidently erro- 
neous, for its application only reaches 
image of the Son and it a 

that there are a great many be: 
sides the ‘‘ sons of perdition” who will 
not be conformed to that image, even 
among those who will receive a salva- 


» must neces- 
sarily receive a fulness of exaltation 
and glory, because he has attained to 
that fulness ; and that all who shall 
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who inherit one, of the lesser glories 
cannot be conformed to the image of 
ighest, hence the difference betwi 
him and them. 
Jesus was chosen from before the 
foundation of the world to be the 
Savior of mankind. Upon what prin- 
ciple was‘he thus elected as the great 
Redeemer? As we have partially flue. 
trated, in the comparison of the good 
man and his family, we would think it 
would be because he ‘‘ Loved righte- 
ousness and hated iniquity from the 
beginning.” We see that the doctrine 
of election is true in its application to 
the case of Jesus. Although he stands 
at the head as the great Savior and 
propitiator, are we to conclude that he 
is exclusively the only Savior of man- 
kind? We think otherwise, for it 
must be plain to all unbiassed min 
that a great many men have labo 
and do labor as saviors for the human 
family, and have shed their blood in 
the cause of truth and righteousness, 
although all labor under Him who is 
the great head of all, he being the 
n an Enoch, a a Moses, a 
Peter, a Paul, and hundreds and 
thousands of others who lived in for- 
mer ages; and also a Joseph, a Brig- 
ham, a Heber, a Daniel, and a nume- 
rous host of others in these 
times, who have labored and do labor 
as saviors of mankind, striving to re- 
deem them from degradation, and the 
earth from pollution and corruption. 
If Jesus was chosen upon the principle 
before alluded to, upon what principle 
would others be chosen and predesti- 
nated? ‘‘ Whom he did foreknow, 
them also he did predestinate, to be 
conformed to the image of his Son. 
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to his image must, as a natural conse- 
quence, be like — all who shall 
be like him must saviors to their 
brethren, he is me of man- 
kind. And again, those who will be Some might think toa many 
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gained, discontent is driven away, and | purposed benefiting the masses of the 


peace takes the place of strife. 


In | people, ovr Father in raising up in- 


this comparison, the man had his free | struments to accomplish his designs, 
will to act as he pleased; he could | men who may even act unrighteously, 


either bless the people or make them | 


miserable, having his agency to do 
either, so that notwithstanding he was 
chosen for a purpose, still he was re- 
sponsible for his acts. 
kirg chosen a man of nobler disposi- 
tion, of course his object wouid not 


Had that | 


may not only have in view the salva- 
tion of the multitude, but also of the 
instrument used, for is it not probable 
that some can hardly be saved until 
they are thoroughly convinced of the 
absolute foolishness of ‘‘ kicking against 
the pricks,” and in order to show 


have been attained, unless he had | them this folly, may it not be neces- 
|sary for the Lord to bring them 


taken some other means to accomplish 
the end in view. In drawing this 
comparison, we have endeavored «to 
describe what may be suggestive of 
some correct ideas in regard to the 
dealings of God with man, but both 


| 


thought and language fail to portray | 


a subject so magnificent as the wis- 
dom, justice and mercy of our great 


Parent, for truly salvation is of our | 


God. And herein our comparison 
falls short, for whilst the king merely 


through a certain kind of experience ? 
For, has not our Father decreed, that 
he will save all, ‘‘save the sons of 
perdition,” who are but few in num- 
ber! Hence the great and glorious 
victory which shall have been gained 
by Jesus, when he shall have subdued 
and overcome all things, and put them 
under his feet, so that God may be all 
in all. 
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MY JOURNAL. 


The setting sun was casting its last | 


rays of golden light on the’ tallest 


peaks of the Jura Mountains, when, 


accompanied by Elders David P. Kim- 
ball, Samuel H. Hill, and a few others, 
I left Bienne for the purpose of meet- 
ing with the Saints, at their usual 
gathering place in the mountains, 
when convening in a Conference capa- 


us, lifting its venerable head many 
thousands of feet above the level of 
the lake, piercing the fleecy clouds 
which were floating lazily around, or 
resting in security on its hoary bosom. 
Directly on leaving the city, we struck 
into a bridje path which, for the first 
mile, led us through smiling viuve- 
yards bending beneath the half ripened 
fruit, claiming the constant care of 
the husbandman. Whenever we 
paused to recover breath, our eyes 
dwelt with pleasure on the delightful 
view obtained through the occasional 
openinys of the tall pines. The lovely 
valley spread out beneath, with its 
variegated colors resembling the rich- 


est carpet from the looms of Gobelin ; 
its deep green, relieved by smiling 
villages and waving fields of golden 
grain, bronght forcibly to our minds 
the far distant Vales of Ephraim, and 


_ the kindly faces of family and friends 


who were only waiting to welcome the 
wanderers home. Lake Bienne stretch- 


away in the distance, glimmering 
city. The tall mountain rose before | 


like a sheet of molten silver, witha 
few white sails dotting its broad bosom, 
and the beautiful blue waves breaking 
gently upon the beach, added a charm- 
ing variety to this truly fine scene. 
Perched on the side of the mountain 


was a small village, where we stopped 


for a few moments. Altbovgh the 
inhabitants were primitive in their 
dress and manners, yet we noticed the 
great loadstone of modern Christians 
—namely, several drinking -saloons, 
which seemed to flourish amazingly 
even in this out of the way place. 
Fortunately a pump graced the plaza, 
at which we were enabled to quench 
our thirst, to the surprise of the inha- 
bitants and the eternal enmity of the 


pyr 
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publicans; but we preferred the pure 
mountain stream to the miserable 
wine so freely drunk in this country. 
Continuing on, we soon reached a 
break in the mountain, and as the 
ground became more level, we were 
able to pursue our journey with less 
fatigue. The twilight was beginning 
to deepen into night, when we came 
in full view of another of those Swiss 
villages which repose peacefully amidst 
the lofty mountains and shady dells. 
After considerable trouble, we suc- 
ceeded in obtaining lodgings for the 
night. People living in these secluded 
places, shut out from the contami- 
nating influences of the world, we 
would suppose honest, and perbapsthey 
might be so; but around the only 
apology for an inn in the place, lounged 
individuals with the same hang-dog 
expression on their countenances, as 
is so frequently to be seen amongst 
the Lazaroni of Italy. The grand 
sleeping apartment was delicately per- 
fumed, having been for many years 
used as a stable for cattle during the 
winter months. 

At daylight next morning we were 
again making preparations to resume 
our journey, and at 6 o’clock were 
slowly wending our way up the mount- 
ain. Our mode of travelling was in 
the popular style which nature has 
provided, consequently our progress 
was slow. Several of the Saints os 
Bienne joined our party, having left 
that city before daylight that morn- 
ing. When within two miles of our 
destination, we came to a large fissure 
or cavern, which was many feet deep, 
but by means of an old ladder which 
seemed to have been placed there for 
the purpose, brother Hill descended, 
and by dint of much exertion, suc- 
ceeded in bringing to light an im- 
mense cake of ice, which was quickly 
distributed among the party for tran- 
sportation. The sun beat down with 
great violence, causing the stoutest 
to quail beneath its burning rays. 
We found the ice very agreeable, and 
when introduced to the almost boiling 
water in our cans, very refreshing. 

At 10.30 a.m., we arrived on the 
ones appointed for holding our Con- 

erence. President W. P. Nebeker, 
Travelling Elders Hertzog and Schul- 
ler, and some few of the Saints, had 
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already arrived, and when we came 
up, were discussing the unfavorable 
appearance of the weather; but we 
had come all that way for the express 
purpose of holding a meeting, and our 
trust was in the Lord that we should 
have sufficiently good weather to carry 
out our plans, the extreme poverty of 
the Saints not permitting them to 
hire halls, even if the ple were 
willing they should hold their meeting 
in the towns and villages. They are, 
however, generally unwilling to do 
this in most parts of Switzerland, and 
the unjust prejudice existing against 
the Saints, forces them to seek these 
places that they may worship God un- 
disturbed. ’Ere the arrival of the 
Saints from St. Imier, large drops of 
rain began to fall, ushering in a fear- 
ful storm which raged in great fury 
from 12to2p.m. At the foot of the 
highest peak of the Jura Mountains, 
stands what is called a vachere, where 
we found shelter from the driving 
storm which burst upon us with a 
fury rarely equalled even amidst the 
mighty mountains of Switzerland. We 
made ourselves as comfortable there as 
circumstances would admit of. The 
Saints had provided liberally for all 
our wants; and as we were able to 
obtain milk from the cowherd, we 
fared sumptuously. 

The elements during this time were 
not idle ; the blinding lightning with 
livid glare, lit up the apartment at one 
moment, and the next we were plunged 
into Egyptian darkness, followed by 
the crashing thunder which burst over 
our heads with unprecedented violence. 
The storm raged until 2.30 p.m., when 
we observed a break in the clouds, 
and an occasional gleam of sunshine 
streamed forth, gladdening the hearts 
of the poor Saints who had toiled over 
nine miles of mountain road to meet 
with their brethren, and receive the 
cheering influence of the Holy Spirit. 

In a short time the sun burst forth 
in splendor, and we immediately made 
preparations for our Conference. We 
convened in a natural amphitheatre, 
formed by the convulsions of nature 
many centuries before; the Saints 
occupying one side, seated upon the 
rocks, ‘which lay very convenient for 
this purpose. The mountain pines 
were plentiful on every side, and the 
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grandeur and wildmess of the soene 
suited those who had learned to love 
such scenes in other lands. Brother 
Kimball and myself addressed the 
Saints, Elders Nebeker and Hill 
translating each sentence into the 
German language. The other bre- 
thren also addressed them, and the 
Lord was not slow to hear our prayers, 
but bestowed his Spirit liberally. The 
thought that we were free to worship 
Him in his own way, gave 
us joy indescribable ; though 
we were r and — out with 
fatigue, compelled to forsake the 
haunts of our fellow-men, and seek 
the boldest peaks of the mountain to 
worship our God in peace, yet our 
hearts swelled with gladness, and, 
borne upon the wings of faith, we rose 
to heavenly joys. 

At 4 p.m., Elders Kimball, Hill 
and seuill. bade the Saints good- bye, 
wended our way down the mountain; 
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struck a path which led us in a more 
westerly direction towards Neuchatel, 
Brother Nebeker returned to Bienne 


to transact some business pertaining 
to the general of his District. 
We intercepted railway train below 


Neuveville, and reached Neuchatel the 
same evening. Our congregation on 
the mountain numbered about seventy- 
five—a great many more than I ex- 
pected to meet in the solitudes of the 
forest, when the nearest point from 
any one of our Branches was nine 

es, over a very rough road, the 
Saints being too poor to come any 
other way than on foot. My spirits 
were never better, but I did not re- 
cover from the fatigue for several days. 

We. met the Saints many times 
subsequently in Switzerland, but never 
enjoyed more of the Holy Spirit than 
when assembled with a few of the 
people of God on the wild Jura Mount- 
ains. 


and bearing well to the right, soon B. Y., Jun. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1865. 


In the month of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, we were in the city of 
Washington, and whilst there the law prohibiting polygamy in the Territories 
was presented, and passed the Senate and House of Representative with 
_scarcely a dissenting vote. In conversation at that time with influential men 
of the dominant party, we were assured that the Bill was a mere matter of 
policy, and would never be enforced ; but that as the Republican party had 
inscribed upon their banners, ‘ Slavery and Polygamy, twin relics of bar- 
barism,” the party could not consistently attack slavery, without, at least, 
appearing to make some demonstration against polygamy. 

We now wish to refer to the pretended grounds on which the supreme autho- 
Tities of the nation enacted laws which were to bind the consciences of men, 
and deprive them of that free agency bestowed upon them by a superior 
Power. Previous to the presentation of this Bill, many arguments were 
advanced regarding it, Some were approved, others rejected ; but the one idea 


4 


family and a relic of barbarism—comparing: it-to the-oriminal fanaticism, ofthe 


-Hindoos when ascending the funeral pile, or throwing themselves under the 
wheels of Juggernaut—and asking the question, were the Hindoosa to establish 
themselves in America, could they be allowed to follow these svicidal-notions; 


simply because such were matters of conscience with them? -Christian Iégi+ 


slators replied, certainly not; rather enact laws which would compel there 
people to renounce their wicked practices, and frev the land from their borrjd 
rites. We admit the justice of such argument in the case of the Himdoo, or 


other heathen nations who sacrifice human life to propitiate their gods; bit - 


in no wise can this view be taken of the principle of polygamy, and we, could 


quote many passages from the Old and New Testaments fully§proving it to bea 


divine institution. We wish te present the truth unto the honest, that they may 


not be led astray by the specious reasoning of these self-constituted teachers of 


public morality, but will merely confine ourselves to one or. two passages of 
Scripture, or such as the Spirit may dictate, that facts may be made plain: 
But let us ask, Can polygamy be classed amongst heathen institutions ? For, if 
the foundation on which we build is unstable, the fabric will soon fall ; and, if 
the principle of polygamy is untrue, and to be looked upon in the same light 
as Hindoo fanaticism, then it is well for those who profess jto serve God and 
acknowledge this law, to discard it at once. The Christian world hug the 
Bible to their bosoms and say, let this be our guide. Can we, thereforé, in 
reasoning with them, base our arguments upon a better foundation than the 


testimony contained in that book? Let it be our guide, and if we cannot . 


find from it that God sanctioned the practice of this principle, remove it as 
an unsound doctrine and a stumbling block. In the 16th chapter of 
Genesis, we read :—‘‘ Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bare him no children, and 
she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. And Sarai 
Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram thad dwelt ten 
years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his 
wife.” Here are the words of divine truth, and the only question which can 
be entertained for one moment is, Was Abram a man of Ged, and were his 
acts acknowledged by the supreme Ruler of the universe? In order to show 
that this was so, and that he was acceptable before God, we quote the 7th verse 
of the 17th chapter of Genesis :—‘‘ I will establish my covenant between me 
and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting cove- 
nant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee.” We might quote 
other passages proving that Abram was a polygamist, and a man. of God, 
and so also were Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon and many others, polyga- 
mists, and their practice of this principle was approved of by the Almighty; 
so that, according to His promise to.Abraham, the seed of the righteous might 
become as numerous as the sands on the 88a shore, or as the stars in the 
firmament. 

But the Government of the United States have decided that polygamy ise 
relic of barbarism, and have sought to degrade’the father of the faithful; ‘the 
friend of God, the man according to the’ Lord’s own heart, and those who held 
the oracles of ‘the great Jehovah; to a level with the worshippers of a cow or’a 
stone ; and the people of this country have accepted the decision of that Gov- 
ernment, and, despite the records of Holy Writ, now fling polygamy in’our 
teeth as a crime, regardless of testimony, virtually—before oe and man— 
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proclaiming themselves hypocrites and liars, The bases upon which Gov- 
ernment professes to found its reasons for prohibiting polygamy are incorrect, 
and it is impossible for them to sustain the laws enacted, and retain the 
approving smile of our heavenly Father ; and, any nation that disregards the 
laws of God and the rights of man, may not stand, but will be plucked out by 
the roots. The records of divine truth are considered the basis for law ‘and 


government by the greater part of the civilized world ; but, by acknowledging 


that one part of the book is incorrect, they are undermining and destroying 
the whole fabric of Christianity, and if the principle of polygamy is false, who 
shall say that any part of Scripture is true? The doctrines Jaid down in it 
sustain us to the fullest extent in our practice of the law referred to, and we 
want no better example than the one pointed out by Jesus, when the Jews 
asked him if Abraham was not their father; and he answered them, if they 
were the children of Abraham, they would do the works of Abraham. We 
claim a divine origin for this principle which was first legislated against by the 
emperors of Pagan Rome, and now by the lawgivers of modern Christendom. 
In conclusion we may add, that if the Scriptures are true, then are the people 
safe in following out the doctrines they teach, and the revelation given through 
Joseph Smith is a commandment of God unto his children; and all who hear 
that commandment will be held responsible for their rejection of the principles 
of eternal truth when they stand before the great Judge. 


WHAT MUST THEY DO WITH THEM. 


(From the Salt Lake Daily Telegraph.), 


In the East they are considerably troubled in regard to the surplus women. 
They have more than their one-wife system demands, and as there are very few 
avenues for women to be self-sustaining, compared to what there are for men, 
the subject of ‘‘ Work for Women” is agitated and discussed by various persons 
who claim to belong to the noble armies of philanthropists and political and 
social economists, 

Among other authorities, the New York Tribune takes up the subject, and 
Bays it is one of the greatest problems of modern civilization, and mus‘ be met 
sooner or later ; that the tendency of dense populations is to make the female 
sex preponderate, and something must be done with the surplus fair ones ; that 
between the ages of fifteen and ninety, the females preponderate ; that in Eng- 
land the ratio of females to males is as three to two, and in France greater ; 
that in Massachusetts the women are nearly 20,000 in excess, in Connecticut, 
6,114, and in the same ratio in New Hampshire and Rhode Island, while in 
New York State the female excess is 5,234, though in New York city itself it is 
nearly 20,000; that though the men preponderate in new Territories, the 
tendency of the female sex, as population increases, is to outnumber the males; 
that as the nation grows in numbers and civilization, such a result must be 
expected, and the problem should be met now, and so decided that it will cause 
no trouble in the fature. 

The Tribune very sensibly says:—‘‘ The destiny of woman is marriage. Her 
sphere is home. Man’s duty is to support her.” But then how to support 
her is the question, for says the Tribune, ‘‘we see in New England, in the 
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cities, in all densely populated districts, is 


outnumber man as to answer all the demands of marriage, and. still leave a 
surplus population. We see this in European countries, and we shall .eventu- 
ally see it in America. If we take Massachusetts, we shall find that, were 
every man to be married, there would still be 20,000 women to find bread in 


some personal sphere of labor. The city of New York will show 4 surplus 7 


almost as large.” 
The Tridune thinks the problem can best be solved by going ‘to the founda- 
tion of the social system, and remodelling the laws of labor; that not only the 


problem of surplus, but “‘ another so sad and deplorable that it can scarcely be 


considered without a blush,” can be. solved by the sume process, instead of 
mourning over thousands of lost women, building asylums and forming societies 
for their amelioration, which is only attempting to moderate an evil that con- 
tinues to exist. 

Only to think of it, 20,000 surplus women in each of the forty or fifty ora 
hundred States which will compose the great North American nation in a few 
years, when population becomes as dense asin the east—20,000 women in each 
State without; the remotest chance of becoming wives, or honorable mothers, 
and yet to be told, as a self evident-truth, that ‘“‘the destiny of woman is 
marriage. Her sphere is home. Man’s duty isto supporther.” And it might 
be added with equal truth, that her high privilege and crown of glory are 
children. Yet the extremest hope for these 20,000 surplus women is that by 


tremendous discussion and speechifying and logrolling in Congress and society, 


2 few more departments of labor may be made available for them to support 
themselves, in single blessedness, from the pinchings of peverty. 

Now, in thefyears to come, when these 20,000 surplus women in each State 
shall be living human beings, having like passions with their more fortunate 
sisters who shall have secured mates and homes and male support, just. think 
how fearfully, as things go on, the wretched hordes of “lost women” will swell 
and multiply, to say nothing of their almost equally debased, but “half 
respectable” cotemporaries who, though also of easy virtue, still observe the 
outward proprieties of life ! 

And this is the very best thing which the religion and civilization of the day 
bid us expect, the acmd of the hopes sublunary with which they would inspire 
the world! Ont upon such systems. Verily there is vast need of going to the 
foundation of the social system and inaugurating a sweeping and thorough 
reform. 

‘‘Surplus women !” What contracted mind first originated that obnoxious 
term? It is a libel on the fair sex, and a reproach to the vaunted gallantry of 
the other. Highly complimentary to the 20,000 of Massachusetts, and the 
20,000 of New York. Modern religion and civilization say to them—*‘ Poor 
40,000 unfortunates, you made a grand mistake when you came into this world, 


at least full half of you did, that proportion ought to have been lords instead 
of ladies of creation. You are not wanted on this earth—all the places you. 
could honorably fill are already supplied. There is not the shadow of a chance 


for a single one of you. Cold comfort, but the*best wecan do. We are very 
sorry for you, very mnch grieved at the bad ways some of you may be con- 


strained to take, through having no legitimate protectors; but, though your — 


cause is just, we can do nothing for you. ” Even old Massachusetts, with, all 
her cleverness and great pretensions, is puzzled to death how to take care of 
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her 20,000 surplus without debasing them. She looks around anxiously for 
assistance ; she stretches out her arms earnestly to the Territories, and, in 
piteous accents, appeals to their generosity—‘‘ now won’t you take some of these 
pesky women off my hands ?” 

‘*Surplus women,” indeed ; as though it were possible to have a surplus of 
the brightest handiwork of creation. Do men complain of having a surplus of 
any other good thing? Any surplus of beauty, of goodness, of honesty, of 
faithfulness, of lands, of gold, of merchandise, of houses, of horses, of cattle ? 
Oh no ; no surplus of all these, only a ‘‘surplus of women.” Poor women! 
the only things with which religion and civilization are overburdened. 

Well, so the world goes ; but peradventure a just appreciation of, and cheer- 
ing hope for, even the now rejected “‘ surplus,” will spring up some of these 
days. ‘‘ Nature is full of compensations,” and many wrongs may be righted 
by-and-by. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


fy 


SCANDINAVIAN Misston.—Elder John Sharp, jun., writing from Stockholm 
on the 7th inst., says :—‘‘Since my last letter to you, I have travelled a good 
deal in Sweden, talking as well as I could to the Saints. About a month ago 
I visited Copenhagen, remaining about a week, in company with President 
C. Widerborg, Elders 8. L. Sprague, J. H. Felt, and others of the brethren 
who came from the Valley this year. I attended a Conference meeting of two 
days’ duration, during which time many good instructions were given by the 
brethren present. On the 5th ult., I left Copenhagen in company with Elders 
Sprague and Felt, on another tour through Sweden, since which time we have 
been together travelling amongst the Saints, and trying to teach them sood and 
righteous principles. After visiting Malind, Gottenburg, Jaukoping, Orebro 
and Norkoping—some of the largest towns in Sweden; in fact, the largest, in- 
cluding this, the capital—we came here on the 24th ult. On the 28th and 29th 
we held a Conference in Stockholm; President Widerborg, and Elders G. W. 
Gee and G. Ohlson were present, and a good time was spent by us together. 
Iam happy to say that the Saints are feeling well generally, and very anxious 
to emigrate to the home of the Saints, where they can live in peace and be free 
from the turmoil of Babylon ; but as a general thing they are very poor, and 
many have much difficulty in gaining a livelihood ; still they have an assurance 
that if they are faithful to the religion which they have espoused, all will be 
well with them, and the time will come when they will have the privilege of 
gathering home to the Vales of Ephraim. 
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AMERICA. | 7th was gladly received on Sept. 29th, 

Great Salt Lake City, ) | on my return from my second trip this 

Oct. Srd, 1865. { season to the South. ‘The Saints in 
President Brigham Young, jun. | the Southern Settlements are making 


Dear Brother,—Your letter of Aug. | satisfactory progress in developing the 
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resources of the country. Our visits 


to the South become ann more 
interesting and important. ere is 
great anxiety manifested by the Saints 


to see your father and hear him preach, 
many of them hearing him for the first 
time, thus shewing the rapidity of the 
increase of population, both by arti- 
ficial and natural immigration. He 
went beyond his strength many times 
in preaching to them; in some in- 
stances his remarks were cut short for 
lack of strength. It was astonishing 
to see the large assemblies which met 
at those points where meeti were 
held for one or two days. e con- 
stantly,hear of new settlements being 
made at new springs in new valleys, 
localities we had not heard of before, 
stretching along the rim of the Great 
Basin to the east and west, through 
the whole valley of the Sevier, and 
around the head waters of the Rio 
Virgen. For the first time we heard 
the towns and villages known as Win- 
sor, Berryville, Kanab and Perea 
named. St. Thomas and St. Joseph 
add to the list of settlements on the 
extreme south; Eagle and Meadow 
valleys extend their invitations to 
settlers to help to enlarge settlements 
already commenced in the south-west. 
The visit of Acting Adjutant-Gene- 
rals Burton and Ross to the South, 
and their organization of new com- 
.panies, battalions, regiments, and the 
formation of new military districts, 
also mounted companies in every 
settlement, furnishes further evidence 
of the rapid increase of our population. 
A fair was held at St. George, which 
was visited by the President and his 
arty on the 15th. The articles ex- 
ibited bore evidence of marked im- 
provement. The visiting brethren 
were treated to wine made from bro- 
ther Dodge’s vintage. He exhibited 
a small cutting from a grape vine, not 
exceeding a yard and arhalf. in length, 
which supported fifteen pounds of 
grapes of the Black Hamburg variety. 
inghams were exhibited, the material 
and coloring all grown in the county. 
Their cotton crop this year is good, 
and they have raised a great deal more 
breadstuff than in any former year. 
Superintendent Irish has recently 
. paid a visit to the Piede Indians, who 
met him at Pinto. The chiefs signed 
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the treaty which had been formerly 
signed by the Utahs, Irish distribu 


among them many presents, including 
farming tools. They dispersed, ex- 
pressing great satisfaction at the results 
of the interview. 

The great object which overlooks 
the city now, is the staging or seaffold- 
ing for the erection of the latticed 
roof of the new Tabernacle. The ar- 
rival of the new Governor, and other 
surrounding circumstances, portend a 

ceful winter. The abundance of 
ruit raised this year, has thrown it 
within easy reach of all classes. The 
Tithing Office has given one-half for 
drying peaches to any one who would 
dry them. I. am pleased with the 
spirit you manifest in trying to import 
seeds of new and choice varieties of 
fruit, although at the present time the 
supply already produced in quality 
and variety is very astonishing. 

I am, yours in the Gospel, 

Geo, A. Smrru. 


SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 
Copenhagen, Nov. 10, 1865. 
President Brigham Young, jun. 

Dear Brother,—On my return yes- 
terday from a trip through Sweden, 
I found your kind favor of the 26th 
ult., for which accept my sincere 
thanks. I felt glad and refreshed by 
reading your appropriate counsels and 
instructions, and it will be the efforts 
of myself and co-workers to follow 
them out by the assistance of the 
Lord. 

On the 28th and 29th ult., I at- 
tended Conference convened in Stock- 


holm, where Elders Sprague, J. H. 
Felt, John Sharp, jun., Geo. W. Gee, 
Gustav Ohlsson, b: Ederstrom, Pre- 
sident of the Conference, ther 
with the Travelling Priesthood, the 


Saints of the S lm Branch, and 
several strangers, were present. The 
Elders represented the Saints in their 
various fields of labor as in good stand- 
ing, with few exceptions, and the 
openings to preach the Gospel increa- 
sing. Our 9p tn and works were 
having a wide circulation, and assisted 
considerably in preparing the way for 
the Elders. In the city of 8 olm 


itself, the Gospel was not preached 
with the same success as out in the 
country, where the people are more 
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desirous to hear and obey, especially 
when they begin to see the incorrect- 
ness of the principles of the State 
Church, and the corrupting influence 
of the priestcraft that has held them 
in bondage and fear by means of illi- 
beral laws, threatening everybody with 
fine and imprisonment who dissented 
from the State Church, or opened 
their houses for religious meetings. 
It takes time to break down the bar- 
riers that obstruct the progress of the 
Gospel, requiring men of integrity, 
courage and perseverance, to overcome 
the manifold opposition that meets 
the spreading of the truth. The Work 
of God is, nevertheless, advancing 
steadily and surely, though in some 
places it takes more time and requires 
greater efforts than in others, accord- 
ing to existing circumstances. We 
are trying to spread the printed word 
as much as possible, and the Lord has 
favored our efforts in that direction. 
Besides the opposition of the clergy of 
the State Church, we have another 
class of people to grapple with, the 
so-called Bible-readers, who try to 
lead a more moral life than the majo- 
rity of the members of the State 
Church, thereby thinking themselves 
to be nearer Christ than others, taking 
- upon themselves sanctimonious looks 
and Jong faces, denying the necessity 
of the Gospel ordinances, only con- 
fessing that they are great sinners, 
and that they will be saved through 
the atonement of Christ and the mercy 
of God, without any works whatever 
of their own. It is almost impossible 
to reason with them, as they spiritual- 
ize or pervert the meaning of the clear- 
est passages of Holy Writ. Still, 
among all those classes there are honest 
and upright individuals, yea, thou- 
sands of them, who will embrace the 
Gospel and engage themselves in the 
great and glorious cause of establishing 
the Church and kingdom of our God. 

I also attended a very good Coufe- 
rence in Norrkoping, on the 4th and 
5th inst. The President of that Con- 
ference, Elder Rundquist, is an able 
and faithful man, dving his best, to- 
gether with the Travelling Priesthood, 
to extend the Work and keep the Con- 
ference in a good and healthy state. 
I also attended a splendid meeting in 
the city of Linkoping. 


While at Stockholm in council with 
the Elders, I found it necessary to 
organize the northern part of Sweden 
into a Conference, by the name of 
Norrland Conference, and appointed 
Elder L. P. Edholm to preside over 
the same. He isa worthy man, wield- 
ing a good influence among his former 
friends and acquaintances, who treated 
him coldly when he embraced the 
truth and emigrated to Utah; but 
now, since his return as a missionary, 
they are beginning to listen to his 
testimony, and inclined to examine 
for themselves. Upon the whole, I 
feel to say with regard to Sweden, that 
the Church is gaining ground, for 
which I am thankful to the Lord, who 
has opened the way thus far for us, 
causing the King and the Government, 
with the exception of most of the 
clergy, to be inclined for religious 
liberty, granting us, in fact, more free- 
dom than their laws and institutions 
in their present form admit. Iclearly 
see that the Lord is gradually loosen- 
ing the bonds and breaking the fetters 
of bigotry and intolerance, that for 
some time have bound these northern 
tribes, among whom such a great por- 
tion of the scattered house of Ephraim 
seems to be mingled. 

From Norway, Elder Geo. M. Brown 
writes me that the Work is prospering, 
and that lately a member of the 
Chureh, Elder Isaaksen, has had an 
interview and conversation with the 
President of the Storthing (the Diet), 
now in session in Christiania. Said 
gventleman had expressed himself 
favorably in our behalf, counselling 
us to send in a renewed petition for 
religious liberty, as we have not the 
right to administer in any ordinance 
of the Church, and also advising that 
our members, before being baptized, 
shonld report themselves as Dissenters 
from the State Church, thereby de- 
priving the clergy of any right or 
power ever them. Following his 
advice, the Norwegian Saints have 
sent in a petition for religious liberty 
to the Diet, accompanied with a copy 
of each of our standard works. The 
Christiania morning paper stated after- 
wards, that said petition had been re- 
ferred to the Committee of Church 
Affairs. What result it will have I 
do not know, but I am inclined to 


» 


J 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


COBBESPONDENCE, 


think that they will grant us a little 
more liberty than we have hitherto 
enjoyed. Our Elders will thereby be 
free from imprisonment and fine, as 
these things have often been their lot 
in the past, when the clergy made any 
complaint against them. I acknow- 
ledge, however, that the majority of 
the priests, as well as the Government 
officers and police authorities, have 
been very liberal in their behavior to- 
wards us, giving us liberty to hold 
wgectings, and even protecting us. 

As a general thing the spirit of 
liberty and of freedom of conscience 
is penetrating the masses, so I sup- 
pose the clergy will have at last to 
give way and loose their grasp upon 
the people, who in their hearts despise 
the birelings whom they show a kind 
of respect for; forced to do so by 
custom and tradition. 

In Denmark we are enjoying all the 
liberty we can expect; the clergy of 
course doing their best to prejudice 
their parishioners against us, using 
all the circulating stories, lies and 
apostate letters they may pick up ; 
but in spite of all this trash, the Gos- 
pel of the kingdom is spreading to 
every nook and corner, revealing the 
scattered sheep of the fold of Israel. 
The Danes are not naturally a reli- 
gious people, and do not read the 
Bible much ; therefore, when in com- 
bat with the Elders, in the absence of 
Scriptural proofs, they sometimes use 
striking arguments — namely, fists, 
rocks and sticks, and occasionally dis- 
turb our meetings by rough and boi- 
sterous behavior; but after all, the 
people are honest and upright as a 
general thing, and embrace the truth 
when they have had sufficient time to 
be enlightened./ 

Our missionaries, the Scandinavian 
brethren from the Valley, are respect- 
ed among the people, wielding a good 
influence, and so far as I can judge, 
they are men with good common sense 
just suitable for the time, and will, no 
doubt, be instrumental in the hands 
of the Lord in saving many of the 
honest of their countrymen. 

I have now visited all the principal 
parts of this widespread Mission, and 


enjoyed myself very much in the com- 


|}pany of the Elders and the Sain 


and in bearing testimony of the g 
things of the kingdom, eneouragi 
the Saints to faithfulness and well- 
doing, that thereby they may secure 
to themselves an exaltation in the 
kingdom of God. -I have also tried 
to make our ‘‘ Scandinavian Star” as 
interesting and instructive as possible, 
both for the Saints and the readers in 
general ; and I am happy to say, that 
of the 2030 copies we issue, 215 are 
taken by outsiders. 

All the Elders from Zion are enjoy- 
ing good health and feeling well in 
their different fields of labor. Brother 
Frederick C. Andersen, who has had 
a sojourn among his friends and rela- 
tives on Tuen, starts tomorrow for 
Norway, where [ have appointed him 
to labor, under the Presidency of 
brother Brown. Brother Andersen 
is well, and begs to be remembered to 
you. [am expecting brothers Sprague 
and Felt to arrive soon fromh their trip 
through Sweden; they were well and 
felt first rate when I met them in 
Stockholm. Brother John Sharp, 
jun., is advancing in the Swedish 
language, and speaks it very clearly 
at distinctly. Brother Geo, W. Gee 
can also express himself tolerably, and 
understands it pretty well. It issome- 
what hard for the American brethren 
to travel ainong the peasantry in these 
countries, their customs and habits 
being so different from those of the 
American and English people, and [ 
have wondered many a time how they 
have stood it, but they are praise- 
worthy for their faithfulness and en- 
durance. 

Seeing that my communication has 
grown lengthier than I at first intend- 
ed, I will draw to a close with the 
remark, that I feel well myself in the 
Work of God, and am fall of hope for 
the prosperity of the cause of truth in 
this part of the Lord’s vineyard. 

With sincere prayers that the Lord 
may bless you in your high and holy 
calling, I am, your brother in the 
Gospel, 

C. WIDERBORG. 


It is vain to expect any advantage from our profession of the truth, if we be not 


sincerely just and honest in our actions, 
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